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WEST-END BROTHERHOOD

The West-End Brotherhood was the Chapel’s second new adventure during the centennial year – the other being the White House – and it was deemed a great success.  It had long been felt that a special effort should be made to reach the crowds of men who walked idly along West-end streets on Sunday afternoons, so the Evangelistic Band rented the Albert Hall in Shandwick Place, which seated about one thousand, and aimed for an enrolled membership.
 It opened on Sunday 10 Jan 1909, for one hour from the 3 pm to 4 pm, with the initiative lying with the men of the congregation to influence other men to attend. Dr A Maxwell Williamson presided and Mr Kemp would have given the address, apart from his illness.

The first meeting was held with much enthusiasm and encouragement and several hundred men attended.  The meeting – all the meetings – were evangelical in nature and accompanied by brightness – gospel nature. By February 1909, membership was 170 and by August 1909 attendance was about 300.
 The aim was to get men to Christ and to cultivate a spirit of brotherly helpfulness. In other places, the platform had become too political and some speakers spoke trifles, but the aim of this Brotherhood was to be ‘a force for righteousness second to none in the City’. The reference to the "Brotherhood movement" implies that it was a national idea.
 

Meetings were weekly and after the ninth meeting membership had risen to 208, and the average attendance was 250.  The services have been uniformly excellent.

Annual report for 1908 – A Year’s Work at Charlotte Chapel. By the Secretary.

‘This is our second new departure during the year, and we are more than pleased at its success.  We are delighted and we are also most grateful to God for the evident tokens of blessing He has bestowed.  It has long been felt that a special effort should be made to reach the crowds of men who are walking idly our West-end streets on Sunday afternoons; and with that Christian daring and inventiveness which are happily becoming so conspicuous amongst God’s people in this Church, we straightway hired the Albert Hall.  Our first meeting was held on 10th January, and we have met weekly since, having had nine meetings in all. The present membership is 208, and the average attendance is 250.  The services have been uniformly excellent, and we believe that this effort will meet a great want and be productive of spiritual blessing to many.  This audience does not need to be told that our Brotherhood Meetings are worthy of our Church and our Christian profession.  We have set a high standard, for we believe that there is nothing in this wide earth that the mind of man has devised that can so fit and equip men for the proper discharge of the duties of life as simple faith in Christ and the principles of His Gospel.’

The West-End Brotherhood held their First Annual Excursion on Victoria Day at Newhailes, where, with their wives and families and friends, they spent a most pleasant day.  The weather was perfect, and the general feeling was that no one enjoyed a better picnic than that provided by the West-End Brotherhood.

The West-End Brotherhood had its first Annual Social and distribution of prizes on Wednesday, October 27 1909.The Albert Hall was crowded. The President, Dr Williamson presided, and spoke of the progress of the Brotherhood during the first year of its existence; a hundred prizes were distributed by Mrs Kemp for regular attendance, a most gratifying feature being, that nearly fifty per cent. of the prizes were Bibles, chosen by the men them​selves.  The old authorised version of the English Bible still holds the field, It is after all the most popular book in existence.  Following upon the distribution of prizes, Mr Kemp delivered his lantern lecture on ‘From Scotland to the Southern States’, and also threw upon the canvas pictures of the first Brotherhood picnic; and for once many of the brethren were able to see themselves as others see them.

Number attending, 300 – Andrew Urquhart in Scottish Baptist Magazine, September 1909, page 186.

Twelve months after the Brotherhood started, Joseph Kemp evaluated it in his editorial in the Record for January 1910. He did not seem to be enthusiastic about a ‘Men’s Only’ meeting, carried on in a neutral hall. He suggested that there should also be a monthly mid-week service for the men and their wives, a monthly prayer meeting, systematic visitation and regular monthly meetings of the office-bearers and committee. He then offered some public advice as to how to bring men to a decision for Christ, concluding, ‘This is a hint to Brotherhood leaders’.
 
Annual report for 1909 – The Year’s Work at Charlotte Chapel.

The Men’s Meeting is held every Sunday afternoon from 3 to 4 in the Albert Hall, Shandwick Place.  The Brotherhood is highly favoured in having for its president, Dr. A. Maxwell William​son, Medical Officer of Health for Edinburgh. The first meeting was held on 10th January 1909, and since then 328 men have enrolled as members.  There is an average attendance of 200 each Lord’s Day. The work is conducted on strictly Gospel lines, for which the men have shown their highest appreciation; and some who have been removed from the city tell of the great help they received at the West End Brotherhood, and wish a brotherhood on similar lines were instituted in the places where their lot has been cast.  The last Sunday of the month is devoted to testimonies, when the men themselves tell the story of their conversion to God and of the satisfaction they have found in Christ.

The 1910 Annual Picnic was on Victoria Day, 24 May, at Newhailes, in good waether and enjoyed by all. Also good report by a visitor.

Moved from Albert Hall to the Pillar Hall, Synod Hall Buildings, on Sunday 6th November 1910. Not the same passing crowd, but …

Annual meeting and distribution of prizes on Wednesday 23rd November in the Synod Hall.  400 present (including wives, sisters, etc.  Tea. Mrs. Kemp presented the prizes – Bibles, books, atlases, framed texts and fountain pens. Mr. Kemp and another speaker. Brotherhood Choir. Evening closed with a ‘magnificent cinematograph exhibition’.

Annual picnic on Victoria Day, 23 May, to New Hailes. Meetings going well. Several hundreds.  First picnic of season. Usual picnic games.

Third annual social in the Pillar Hall of the Synod Hall Buildings on 1st November 1911. The Hall was completely filled. Mrs. Kemp presented the prizes, of which 25% were Bibles. Handbell ringers, recitations a series of cinematograph films, and two addresses. Subscription to the funds was one penny per week.

West-End Brotherhood – This enthusiastic Brotherhood, now in its fourth year, under the inspiring Presidency of Dr. Maxwell Williamson, is 210 strong, and still holds on its conquering and beneficent march.  It ever keeps before it the highest ideals.  Our friends do not meet to pass an idle hour away on a Sunday afternoon, but are ever filled with the high and holy resolve to help each other in the divine life and to win others to the Saviour they themselves are proud to acknowledge as King and Lord.

4 years on – lively and effective – quite a number of Brotherhood members now attend Church services and from time to time some are saved. Membership 210, attendance 200 – good Gospel messages – an Orchestra is an added attraction.

Sunday afternoons keeping up well, despite summer weather. One of the few to keep going through the summer. Picnic to Redhall House Grounds, Slateford.
 

One of the few men’s meetings to keep going all through the summer – slight falling off in attendance, but sufficiently large numbers to keep going. New session to open on Sunday 13th October, to coincide with opening of the new Chapel building.
 

Glad to be in Chapel for Sunday 13 October – Joseph Kemp spoke – other details of programme.

Annual Meeting in new Chapel on Wednesday 20 November. Tea in Lower Hall, 500 in Chapel, prizes by Mrs. Kemp, Membership 180, plus visitors. Details of office-bearers and activities.

Encouraging report at beginning of 1913 for men, but not of boys – see next.

On the first Sunday in January 1913, the West End Brotherhood inaugurated a "Lads’ Own Brotherhood". This followed concern, not only in the Chapel but in many Churches, that when young lads left Sunday School, most drifted away from Christian influence.  The Brotherhood debated whether to invite such young lads to join the men’s meeting on Sunday afternoons at 3 o’clock.  The concern was that the men might resent boys coming into the meeting and that lads might prefer to me to be on their own.  The latter option was chosen but the numbers were small at the inaugural meeting.
 It does not seem to have been mentioned again in the Record.

Guest speaker and details (Men) – 2 February 1913.

‘This work has been carried on with the ardour and enthusiasm which have been the characteristics of this excellent branch of our work. The mem​bership is at present 200, and under the splendid leadership of Dr. Williamson, and the hearty co-operation of the members there is every reason to believe that, with the advantages which they now enjoy in the new Church, they will increase their membership and their influence for good by leaps and bounds.’

Annual Social Meeting Tuesday 4 November 1913 – details – Fairly well filled the Chapel, tea in Lower Hall, Joseph Kemp presided, two speakers, presentation of prizes by Mrs. Kemp. Then Chapel Choir and other speakers and Joseph Kemp showed lantern slides on his visit to Niagara Falls.

Open Meeting on Sunday afternoon 28th December1913, at 3 p.m., first of its kind. Splendid – Church filled, Joseph Kemp presided, Tom Curr spoke, Choir sang,  Next one on Sunday 8 February 1914.

Annual Report for 1913, by the Church Secretary.

West-End Brotherhood – The West-End Brotherhood, happily differing from many of its class in its high spiritual aims and the absence of doubtful if not hurtful, expedients to attract to its membership, goes on its way with unabated ardour and hopefulness, increasing weekly, and yielding to all who attend its meetings an unfailing harvest of blessing.  Since October last, when several important changes were effected in its management, 45 new members have joined the Brotherhood, and these additions the members look upon as an earnest of greater prosperity in the coming days.

Annual Report for 1913.

‘Our Brotherhood has welcomed into its membership, Dr. John Guy, the Assistant Medical Officer of Health of the city. Dr. Guy has had a wide experience of men’s meetings in various parts of England, and he will be a distinct acquisition to the Brotherhood, which work he has at heart.’  Dr. Guy became the Tuberculosis Medical Officer for Edinburgh early in 1914. He became President of the Brotherhood in April 1914.

Brotherhood moves along steadily. First Open Meeting since it started was held in December 1913. Delightful meeting, Chapel filled upstairs and down. Joseph Kemp presided, Tom Curr spoke, using blackboard, full choir sang. Several men joined the Church.

Annual Picnic to New Hailes on Victoria Day – several hundred attended; full details of activities, clock golf, bowls, cricket, football, children’s games.

Meetings continued throughout the summer, in the Church on Sunday at 3. Some falling off but numbers well maintained.

Annual Business Meeting 1914 in October, office-bearers elected – full details.

Annual Report for 1914, by the Church Secretary.

Numbers down through war service, but active. Dr. John Guy leader. List of eminent speakers in first months of 1915 – numbers good although many had joined Colours. Carried on all through summer 1915 – still 3 to 4 p.m.

30 or 40 on military service, faithful band of 70 to 80 regular attenders.

Winter work begun, still 3 p.m. every Sunday.

Resumed in October 1916, good beginning.

Combined meeting with Sisterhood (q.v.) on 26th November 1916, addressed by Graham Scroggie on Keswick lines.

‘Sunday Afternoon Meetings’ in 1918 are presumably Brotherhood looking after soldiers – well attended and men full of gratitude.
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